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Federation News

Newsome Award Winners
We've made changes to the Newsome Award this year to allow for rolling
nomination deadlines and increased award amounts. For 2026 we have a
special initiative, in partnership with America 250 NC, to recognize
additional excellent local history projects relating to the commemoration.
Our board has selected two projects so far for the award in 2026 and we
have funding to honor two more. If you know of an excellent local history
project commemorating America 250, please submit a nomination.
Congratulations:

Odyssey for Democracy's Black Oral Histories of Beaufort County
project highlights efforts to preserve Black community stories
through 22 interviews. The organization partnered with 13 local and
national nonprofits, including Federation members Washington
Waterfront Underground Railroad Museum, P.S. Jones Museum, and
Historic Port of Washington Project.

Stanly County Museum and Historical Society's America's 250th
Field Trips and Traveling Exhibit project hosted field trips for 3rd
graders across the county, integrating museum visits, a scavenger
hunt, and library programs. The museum coordinator is also working
to visit all 5th grade classrooms, for a total of 2,300 students in 2026.

NC participants at the National History Day contest in College Park, M.D, June 2026.

North Carolina at NHD National Contest
Thanks to all the Federation members assisting with this contest by hosting
district competitions, sponsoring special prize awards, and serving as
volunteer judges! We are proud that 63 North Carolina students competed
in the National History Day national contest this year in College Park, M.D.
Congratulations to Hope Bailey of Hendersonville Middle School for
winning the national 3rd place bronze medal for her Junior Individual
Performance on the creation of the Braille system. Three additional
projects won special prizes at the national contest.

Submit your organization's news to Danielle Shirilla to be featured in the next Bulletin.

Member News

Wake County Historical Society presented its first mini grant on June 1 .

Wake County Historical Society awarded its first mini grant
to Wendell Historical Society during its annual meeting, June 1. Phil
Dickerson, WCHS president, presented $1,000 to members of the
Wendell organization: Hugh and Mary Jo Cashion, Carlie Rye, Michael
Boyette, Debbie Brown, and Ray Hinnant.
NC Genealogical Society Awards nomination deadline: July 20. Award
winners attend the fall conference free. Award categories include
online resources, publications-books, publications by a North
Carolina society, and outstanding contributions to NCGS or the field.
Congratulations to Karen Paar (at right
with SNCA president Patrick Cash),
director of the Liston B. Ramsey Center
at Mars Hill University, for receiving the
Society of North Carolina Archivists’
2026 Thornton W. Mitchell Award.
The June Preservation NC architectural
compilation features the Shuler-Harper
House, one of the Historical Association
of Catawba County’s house museums.
The Southern Wake County African
American Experience Documentary
Project, led by Afro-American Historical
& Genealogical Society of the Sandhills President Desi L. Campbell, is
seeking community participation to help preserve the rich Black
history of Apex, Fuquay-Varina, and Holly Springs. This new initiative
will gather oral histories, family stories, photographs, documents, and
memories to produce a feature-length documentary highlighting
African American families, early communities, churches, schools, civil
rights experiences, cultural traditions, and local leaders. Residents,
descendants, churches, and community organizations are invited to
contribute materials, share interviews, or support historical research
as filming continues in the coming months. For more information, call

Desi at 910-502-3517. 

Wendell Museum celebrated "America
250" on June 4 (left) with a free hot dog
cookout and t-shirt giveaway. More than
500 attendees viewed the museum and
enjoyed the cookout and live music.

Director of the Johnston County Heritage
Center, Todd Johnson, discussed the
Smithfield Freedmen’s School in a new
video. The site opened on Juneteenth with
a ceremonial ribbon cutting. 

PBS North Carolina recently filmed a story inspired by research from
the Chatham County Historical Association. One author’s decades-
long search for the Luttrell Barracks revealed the intertwined fates of
two neighbors who fought on opposite sides. The story began as a
submission to the Share Your History portal for Homegrown History, a
platform to share stories that matter to local communities.
The Presbyterian Heritage
Center in Montreat opened
two new exhibits in
May, Montreat: The Early
Years and Mecklenburg’s
Declaration?: North
Carolina’s Revolutionary
Presbyterians (right).
Explore the debate over the
“Meck Dec,” examine the evidence, and decide for yourself.
Person County Museum of History launches a new exhibit this
month, Personalizing the Past. As part of the commemoration of the
250th Anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence,
PCMH's free exhibit explores Person County from the 1700s to the
present day through people and events.
Asheville Museum of History: nominations for the Thomas Wolfe
Memorial Literary Award have opened. The Award has been presented
by Western N.C. Historical Association since 1955 and comes with a
$1000 cash prize. Eligible entries are works published in the last year
by Western N.C. authors. Deadline for nominations: July 30.
Friends of Page Walker, Cary’s historical society, recently added a
youth outreach focus. Building on oral history provided by David J.
Martin, the group has launched a children’s book. WOW! A Cow,
written by Rene’ Cherny and illustrated by Amanda Toy, reflects
themes of resilience, community, and hard and honest work. Martin
moved to Cary in 1936 at age nine with his widowed mother and three
siblings. While helping his family, he learned valuable lessons that
guided his productive career as one of Cary’s early entrepre-
neurs. WOW! A Cow will be distributed to area elementary schools,
thanks to a grant through the Cary Art Daze Work Group in
partnership with the Town of Cary, and available for purchase in mid-
July at lulu.com.
 

New Materials on DigitalNC:

Person County Museum of History contributed new issues (1946-
1952) of The Courier-Times (Roxboro, N.C.).
Lee County Libraries contributed a batch of 372 photographs focused
on The Sanford Herald‘s images of the 1953 drought.
High Point Museum contributed a new batch of materials including
a 1911 local history booklet; 14 issues of the Junior Pointer, the
newspaper of High Point Junior High School, 1928-1930; and a
collection of richly illustrated programs for high school football and
basketball games 1940s-60s.
Lewisville Historical Society contributed four local history books.

Member Events:
Many members will lead local celebrations of the 250th anniversary of
Independence Day on or around July 4th!

July 5, 2 p.m. Chatham County Historical Association, North Carolina
in the American Revolution. Jim Morgan will recount some of the
historic battles with passionate Loyalists and Patriots. Free. 
July 11, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. High Point Museum, Quill Pen Writing in the
Historical Park. 250 years ago today, the “Declaration of
Independence” was first read aloud to the public! Learn about the
importance of this document and try your hand at writing like the
Founding Fathers with quills and ink. Free. 
July 11, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Greensboro History Museum, Flashback 70s:
Battlegrounds to Bicentennial. Discover the 1770s and the 1970s at this
year’s Flashback family festival. Historical reenactors, vintage vehicles,
baking and costume contests, expert flash talks, and fun. Free. 
July 13, 6 p.m.  Lewisville Historical Society, program at the Lewisville
Public Library. Artist and writer, Marilyn Ingram will present “Battle of
Shallow Ford: An Exhibition of Words and Watercolors”. This
presentation will feature the paintings of local artist Rick Jones and
depicts the October 14, 1780 Battle of Shallow Ford and other local
areas during the Revolutionary War. Light refreshments;
free. Contact: 336-766-5842.
African American Historical & Genealogical Society of the
Triangle, America 250 speaker series. Free.

July 13, 7 p.m. Saundra Russ Cropps, incoming president of
the Wake County Historical Society, People of Color During the
Revolutionary War in Granville and Wake Counties.
Aug. 10, 7 p.m. Ric Murphy, America 250: The Untold Stories of
People of Color Who Served.
Sept. 14, 7 p.m. Charlotte Chatfield, Genealogy Beyond
Assumptions: Discovering Revolutionary War Lineage.

July 14, 7 p.m. Mitchell County Historical Society, presentation of the
radio play “Six Women. Six Voices. Stories History Left Unfinished.”
Contact: mitchellnchistory@gmail.com; 828-688-4371.
July 18, 9:30 a.m. Chatham County Historical Association, N.C.
History Book Club: Between the Lines. This month's book is Redcoats
on the Cape Fear: The Revolutionary War in Southeastern North
Carolina by Robert M. Dunkerly. Free. 
July 18, 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Lincoln County Historical
Association, Basket Making Workshop. Nancy Duffie will lead
participants to create their own handled baskets. No experience
necessary and all materials included. Tickets $55.
July 25, 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. High Point Museum, Getting Colonial Clean
in the Historical Park. Costumed interpreters will demonstrate
practices of cleanliness in the 18th and 19th centuries. Free.
Aug. 7-8, Historic Bethania, NC's Route to Victory in the Revolution:
The Race to the Dan. Dive into the untold stories and complex
strategies that led North Carolina to win big in the Revolution! Free. 
 Waldensian Heritage Museum  

Aug. 7, 1-4 p.m., new museum ribbon cutting and open house
Aug. 8, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Waldensian Festival. 
Aug. 29, 5 p.m.: Valdese Celebrates America 250th at Old Rock
School. 

Aug. 8, 5:30 p.m., Historic Flat Rock, annual Patrons Party fundraiser
at Treska’s at Highland Lake

DNCR News

North Carolina tapestry for the America's Tapestry project commemorates the 1774
Edenton women's petition.

As part of America 250 NC, North Carolina's contribution to the America's
Tapestry has been completed. The Tapestry is now on view at the
Muscarelle Museum of Art in Williamsburg, VA, and will travel to additional
venues through February 2028.

DNCR Events (free unless otherwise noted):

July 3, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Mountain Gateway Museum and Heritage
Center, Pioneer Day. 
July 4, 9 a.m.-noon. Tryon Palace, Glorious 4th. 
July 4, 10-11 a.m. Historic Stagville, Frederick Douglass Community
Reading. Commemorate Independence Day with a reading of
Frederick Douglass' powerful Fourth of July address, "What to the
Slave is the Fourth of July." 
July 4, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Historic Halifax, Independence Day
Celebration. 
July 4, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. State Capitol: Capitol 250 NC Freedom Fest will
include a State Constitution "One-Day Wonder," display of originals.
July 4, 8-9:30 p.m. N.C. Symphony, Summerfest: Independence
Day. Concert celebrating America 250 with patriotic music and a
fireworks display over Symphony Lake. 
July 8, 5:45 p.m. Historic Halifax, Public Reading of the Declaration of
Independence: Sharing the Spirit of America, part of a nationwide
event to commemorate the 250th anniversary of the Declaration's
printing and distribution throughout the colonies.
July 18, 2:30-4:30 p.m. N.C. Museum of History, Paint, Sip, and
Ponder: Quilts. Paint your own quilt square and learn about traditional
quilting patterns. No artistic talent needed—just the desire to have
fun. Tickets: $50. 
July 18, 3:45-4:45 p.m. Tryon Palace, Discover Tryon Palace:
Outlander. Step into Tryon Palace and explore Diana Gabaldon’s
award-winning Outlander series. Tickets: $21.35.
Aug. 1, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Historic Halifax, Independence Comes to
NC. Did you know that North Carolina’s first public reading of the
Declaration of Independence took place in Halifax on August 1, 1776? 
Historical reenactment and screening of "The American Constitution,"
a new documentary film (partially filmed at Historic Halifax) on the
writing of the U.S. Constitution.  
Aug. 5, noon-1 p.m. State Archives of N.C., Farewell to "Documenting
the World of Outlander." In recognition of the series' finale, archivists
Josh Hager and Alison Thurman conclude their related blog series
and discuss documents in the Archives' collection that help explain
the history behind the episodes of Outlander set in North Carolina.

Free Webinars

July 8, noon-1 p.m. DHPSNY, Policies, Procedures & Collection
Management Planning. Introduction to the core documents collecting
institutions need, including collection management policies and day-
to-day procedures that support consistent decision making.
July 9, 10-11 a.m. VisitNC, Research Dashboard and NC Byways will
provide partners with a look at its new research dashboard that will
be available in the industry section of VisitNC.com. Representatives
for the NC Byways program will discuss what NC Byways are, how
partners can get involved, and opportunities that exist for engaging
with those traveling on designated routes.
July 16, noon. National Trust for Historic Preservation, Heritage
Now!: Heritage-Informed Decarbonization Around the Globe. Drawing
from the new Decarbonizing the Built Environment through Heritage
Toolkit, practical examples and case studies demonstrate how
preservation and climate goals can work together. 
July 16, 12:30-1:30 p.m. NEDCC, Inside the HBCU Radio Preservation
Project. Join field archivists for an overview of the project and insights
on discoveries in the field.
July 16, 2 p.m., Gaylord Archival, Paper Mending
Demonstration. Watch Conservator Rebecca Elder perform
professional paper repair techniques,
July 20, 6 p.m. Backlog, Archival Value. Explore the informational,
evidential, and intrinsic characteristics of archival materials and how
these concepts shape what becomes valuable to researchers.
Aug. 18, noon. National Trust for Historic Preservation, Heritage
Now!: Implementing Heritage-Informed Decarbonization Policies.
Explore how communities and organizations can advance heritage-
based decarbonization policies and hear lessons learned from
successful advocacy campaigns with strategies and tools for
communicating the environmental benefits of reusing and retrofitting
older and historic buildings.

View new webinar recordings from Gaylord Archival: Advanced Photo
Preservation; Perspectives on Accessibility. 

Conferences

July 21-23, Visitor Studies Association, 2026 Annual Conference:
Expanding Your Visitor Studies Tooklit, Kansas City, MO.
July 29-Aug. 1, Society of American Archivists 90th Annual
Meeting, New Orleans, LA.
Sept. 16-19, American Association for State and Local
History and National Council on Public History, 2026 Joint
Conference: Work of the Revolution, Providence, RI. Check out the
Preliminary Program and Conference Hub.
Sept. 18-19, N.C. Genealogical Society 2026 Annual
Conference, Raleigh and virtual.
Sept. 22-24, National Trust for Historic Preservation's National
Preservation Summit, Washington D.C. and virtual.
Sept. 28-30, Southeastern Museums Conference: Forged in Culture -
Focused on the Future, Winston-Salem. Early bird registration
deadline: July 31.
Oct. 19, National Trust for Historic Preservation's National
Preservation Law Conference. Washington, D.C.
Oct. 25-27, Preservation North Carolina Conference. High Point.
Nov. 5-8, Southern Historical Assoc. annual conference. Atlanta, GA.
Nov. 17-19, Preserving America Conference, Richmond, VA, sponsored
by Americana Corner and American Battlefield Trust. Tailored
to organizations with small staffs and modest revenues, the
conference will focus on best practices in development, marketing,
and programming.
Nov. 19-21, N.C. Maritime History Council 36th Annual Conference.
New Bern. Proposal deadline: Sept. 18.
Feb. 21-24, 2027, Small Museum Assoc. Conference. Rochester, NY. 

Grants

Historic Preservation Fund – Underrepresented Communities
Grants intend to expand listings in the National Register of Historic
Places to include communities that are currently underrepresented.
Projects include surveys and nominations of historic sites associated
with communities underrepresented in the National Register.
Deadline: July 7.
Many community grant opportunities are available this summer
through the N.C. Community Foundation's affiliates, funds and giving
circles. Application deadline: noon on the closing date.

June 12 – July 14: Craven and Pamlico counties
June 19 – July 21: Camden, Gates, Greene, Lenoir, Madison,
Pasquotank, Perquimans and Person counties
June 26 – July 28: Jackson, Macon, Swain, Wilkes counties,
Women’s Giving Network of Wake County, Town of Morrisville
July 3 – Aug. 4: Wake County and Town of Cary
July 10 – Aug. 11: Duplin and Johnston counties
July 17 – Aug. 18: Edgecombe, Haywood, Moore and Nash
counties
July 24 – Aug. 25: Alexander, Bertie, Caldwell, Catawba, Hertford
and Wilson counties
July 31 – Sept. 1: Cherokee, Clay, Currituck, Dare and Graham
counties, Qualla Boundary and Eastern Band of Cherokees
Aug. 7 – Sept. 8: Carteret, Harnett and Warren counties

Icon/Tru Vue Conservation & Exhibition Grant supports small
institutions (fewer than 100,000 visitors annually) by providing up to
£3,000 (approximately $4,000 USD) to be used toward conservation
and housing/framing costs, along with a material donation of Optium
Museum Acrylic or UltraVue Laminated Glass valued at up to
approximately £4,000 (approximately $5,400 USD). While the program
is based in the UK, it also funds US-based projects. Deadline: July 13.
National Endowment for the Arts Grants for Art Projects enable
Americans throughout the nation to experience the arts, foster and
celebrate America’s artistic heritage and cultural legacy, and benefit
from arts education at all stages of life. Part 1 deadline: July 9.
Covington Foundation provides grant funding for historic
preservation projects across the state. Deadline: August 1. 
Norfolk Southern Thriving Communities Grant Program funds
projects including revitalization of industrial areas, preservation of
local historical or cultural identity, and enhancing community spaces
by increasing livability, promoting commerce, and attracting more
residents or businesses. Salary costs may be eligible if they are tied
directly to program functions. Eligible entities: 501c3 nonprofit
organizations generally located within 30 miles of a Norfolk Southern
main line. Grants range $1,000-$50,000. Deadline: August 3.
Foundation for Advancement in Conservation Community Partnership
Grants pair conservators with collections needing basic care and
rehousing. Deadline: Sept. 15.
Small Museum Collections Care grant from the Costume Society of
America provides $1,500 to support costume and textile
collections. Deadline: November 1.

Rolling Deadlines:

Cannon Foundation quarterly grants fund capital improvements or
equipment projects for organizations providing historic or
environmental preservation services in North Carolina.
T-Mobile Hometown Grants fund up to $50,000 for community
projects in towns with populations under 50,000.
NC Land and Water Fund land donation mini grants provide up to
$50,000 to cover costs associated with land donation and
stewardship. Nonprofits with properties where historic or cultural
events occurred are eligible for this service to conserve land in
perpetuity. Next quarterly deadline: August 15.
North Carolina Preservation Consortium and the North Carolina
Museums Council Disaster Relief Grants assist collecting institutions
affected by disasters. Applicants must be institutional members of
NCPC or NCMC and must be within the de-clared North Carolina
disaster areas as defined by FEMA or the Governor of N.C.
Society of American Archivists Foundation Opportunity
Grant program provides funding to help archival repositories seize
unexpected, time-sensitive opportunities, i.e., projects that would
otherwise be out of reach without timely external financial
support. Applicants must demonstrate they are prepared to begin and
complete the work within eight months of the award date. 
The Dudley Flood Center Youth-Led Mini Grants (up to $500) support
youth-driven projects that promote history, civic engagement, and
social justice within their communities. These grants encourage
young leaders to develop and implement projects that address local
issues by engaging in the study of history and the principles of equity
and community empowerment. 
The Federation of N.C. Historical Societies offers no-interest loans to
members of up to $15,000 for projects including publications and
special programs.

History Help

Hurricane Hazel at Carolina Beach, Oct. 15, 1954, photo by Hugh Morton, PC.1831, Bill
Wright Papers, State Archives of N.C.

Hurricane Season is upon us! Review guidance about prioritizing and
recovering collections with three short, "Ready--or Not" videos from the
Northeast Document Conservation Center.

Additional Ideas and Resources:

Purchase preservation supplies with Gaylord Archival's 20%
discount through 2026 (code GA130 valid once).
Read Engaging Places' recent blog post, "Photography, Permission,
and Fair Use: Where Museum Policies Get Complicated," to help
clarify image policies and procedures.
As Carol Quillen stepped down from the presidency of the National
Trust for Historic Preservation, she released a note on George
Washington's legacy, focusing on the strength of unifying messages -
a timely reminder as we commemorate the nation's and state's 250th
anniversaries. 
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